UNIIX DEVICE MANAGEMENT

UNIX is completely device independent.

· Each IO device as a special type of file (other OS’s control devices with  hard coded program built into each device)

· Every device installed in a UNIX system assigned a name like that given to any file, but it is also given “descriptors”

· Descriptors identify devices and contain information about them 

UNIX OS contains device drivers for most common peripherals. Config program will automatically create a conf.c file for any given hardware configuration. This file contains parameters that control resources.

IO system divided into two

· Block IO

· Character IO

Each physical device is identified by :

· Class (block or character)

· Major device number (major device types)

· Minor device number (individual devices)

Block IO is for printers and communication lines

Character IO is for drives.

